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An under-researched, yet increasingly significant aspect of academic preservation is personal 
digital archiving. Contemporary scholars produce, access, organize, and communicate their 
work through the use of digital technologies, but systematic digital archiving is still critically 
missing from their practice. Digital materials often end up haphazardly preserved, difficult to 
locate and/or access, and eventually lost. Moreover, lack of systematic personal archiving 
causes loss of valuable epistemological and methodological insights that could be gained by 
preserving traces of scholarly practice along the course of the research, reflecting the 
dynamics of a research process. Finally, personal archiving opens up knowledge production 
and preservation beyond ‘recognized’ knowledge, towards preservation of scientific 
controversies and/or failures, as well as documentation of affective and other unconventional 
or informal aspects of knowledge production.   

In this panel, we propose to discuss personal digital archiving as a subject that spans 
disciplines and pertains to all forms of knowledge production, and to move toward developing 
a way to understand different types, requirements, benefits, and challenges of academic 
personal digital archiving. Smiljana Antonijević will discuss humanities scholars’ archiving 
practices based on findings of her recently completed ethnographic study conducted at 
twenty five academic institutions in Europe and the USA, which revealed gaps between 
scholarly aspirations, and the actual services provided by university repositories. John Butler 
will talk about knowledge management concepts and best practices that help to ensure useful 
organization of digital assets and the ability to access them across a long-term time horizon, 
and how university librarians are approaching personal archiving. Laura Gurak will discuss 
two micro-case studies of personal digital archiving that illustrate the serendipitous nature of 
digital humanities scholarship and how personal and professional archival practices tend to 
blur together. Ellysa Stern Cahoy will discuss critical illiteracies needed for faculty memebrs’ 
personal scholarly archiving. 	  


